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by PAOLO PEGORARO

The University Executive Board has re-
cently accepted the proposal of Fr. Jaime
Emilio González Magaña SJ to change

the name of CIFS (Centre for Formators for
the Priesthood and Consecrated Life) to the
“Saint Peter Faber Centre for Formators for
the Priesthood and Consecrated Life,” or,
more simply, “The Saint Peter Faber Cen-
tre.” Fr. González Magaña explains, «Peter
Faber was St. Ignatius of Loyola’s first com-
panion, and is the clearest example of a
priest who allows himself to be moulded
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and undergo formation. Ignatius of Loyola
spent four years diligently and devotedly
accompanying his friend and room-mate. In
early 1534, they wrote the Spiritual Exercises
together, near Saint Jacques in Paris. From
then on, Faber was able to understand and
delve into the inner knowledge of this
method of conversation between the Cre-
ator and the human being like nobody else,
and had a special gift for sharing this wis-
dom with his fellow men». 

Fr. González Magaña was the Director of
the Centre from 2005 to 31st August 2014. As
from 1st September 2014, the new Director
is Fr. Stanislaw Morgalla, SJ with whom we
met to talk about the delicate subject of the
formation of formators.

� Your studies focused on psychology
and the psychology of religion. How can
we combine spirituality and psychology
most effectively? 

«They are already intrinsically linked in
the individuals we are trying to help in their
search for God. In some ways, a good spir-
itual director or formator has always had to

be a good psychologist. In my opinion,
what is much more important is the ques-
tion of what type of psychology we want to
use. Today we can no longer use the term
“psychology” in the singular, seeing as we
are considering a vast quantity of schools
and currents which do not all share the
Church’s anthropological vision, where the
human being is called to communion with
God in the following of Jesus. So the do-
main where spirituality and psychology
meet is anthropology».

� You have formerly been the director of
a School for Educators in Cracow (2002-2008).
What does it mean to “form educators?”

«I would express it in terms of two words
I learnt from my master of novices: flexibility
and loyalty. On the one hand, the formators
must be flexible, in other words, they must
continue to let themselves be moulded, as
being formators means an ongoing and per-
petual education. “Learning to learn” has be-
come a popular slogan recently in a culture
that has been called “late or liquid moder-
nity”. On the other hand, the formators must
be loyal, unremitting and firm with regard
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to religious values. They must firmly direct
those in their charge to search for God in the
following of Jesus. In religious formation
there is no space for relativism or the moral
dearth that is such a big problem in modern
societies. Outwardly these may seem like
contradictory concepts, but I prefer to de-
scribe this as a paradox».

� Recent events have highlighted how
it is necessary to select the candidates for
the priesthood more carefully, also consid-
ering their psycho-affective maturity. The
Holy Father has forewarned us about the
risk of creating «little monsters».

«The obligation of good selection is only
the first step: even the best candidates can
turn out to be “monsters”. The seminaries or
houses of formation are not farms that pro-
duce goods with the offer of a guarantee of
high quality until death, possibly “in odour
of sanctity.” It will already be a great success
if the people in the formation process learn
to come out of themselves to become more
selfless and, through their service of others –
as Pope Francis himself wants – come to emit
an “odour of the sheep”.

Failure is always a possibility, but we
must not be scared of failing. As we learn
from the formator par excellence, Jesus, he
himself had to suffer several failures in his
formation efforts. However, in the end, he
was able to transform them into opportuni-
ties for growth and conversion. It is enough
to refer to the most spectacular apparent
failure of Jesus: upon witnessing the scan-
dal of the Cross, all his disciples abandoned
him. However, they eventually returned
changed, transformed, more humble, and
with more faith in the Lord. We should do
the same». �
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